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Abstract

This research tries to compare between the position of Abu Hamid al-
Ghazali and the position of Abu al-Walid ibn Rushd in the question of the size
of the universe and the possibility of it to be greater or smaller. Al-Ghazali says
the possibility of the universe to be greater or smaller than it is, while Ibnu
Rushd denies such possibility. According to the latter, if the universe is greater
or smaller than it is, it will lead to the possibility of the existence of a magnitude
which has no end. In this discussion, Ghazali relies on the Mutakallinin position
of the universe concept, while Ibnu Rushd prefers to base his idea of universe
on the philosophers such as Aristotle.

Keywords: al-kaun, tawassu’ al-‘alam, al-qadiyyah, inkimasy, al-infijar
al-‘azim.
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7 Michael E. Mamura, The Conflict over the World’s Pre-Eternity in the
Tahafuts of al-Ghazali and Ibn Rushd, (Michigan: University of Michigan
Press, 1958) p. 30-32

¥ The Seleucid era was a system of numbering years in use by the
Seleucid Empire and other countries among the ancient Hellenistic
civilizations. The era dates from the return of Seleucus I Nicator to Babylon
in 311 BC after his exile in Ptolemaic Egypt, considered by Seleucus and his
court to mark the foundation of the Seleucid Empire. The introduction of
the new era is mentioned in one of the Babylonian Chronicles, the
Chronicle of the Diadochi. Two different uses were made of the Seleucid
years: (1) The natives of the empire used the Babylonian calendar, in which
the new year falls on 1 Nisanu (3 April in 311 BC), so in this system year 1
of the Seleucid era corresponds roughly to April 311 BC to March 310 BC.
(2) The Macedonian court adopted the Babylonian calendar (substituting
the Macedonian month names) but reckoned the new year to be in the
autumn (the exact date is unknown). In this system year 1 of the Seleucid
era corresponds to the period from autumn 312 BC to summer 311 BC. (See
Wikipedia at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seleucid_era
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Neugebauer, O. A History of Ancient Mathematical Astronomy, : 1"

J

(Springer-Verlag, Berlin, 1975).

Neugebauer, O. Astronomical Cuneiform Texts , (Lund : i
Humphrevs, 3 Vols, London, 1955).
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which the universe is homogeneous and isotropic on large scale, is
sufficient to insure that a Newtonian universe cannot be static , but must
be either expanding or contracting. A philosophical predisposition in
western societies towards an unchanging, regular cosmos appearently
prevented scientists from drawing this conclusion until it was forced upon

them by 20t century observations.
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