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Abstract

In this article, the author will discuss the ways to achieve knowledge according to
Ibn Athaillah as-Sakandary. In sufism literature, revealed that the sonrce of knowledge
which is available in human beings according to the Sufis is qalb. Many researchers assume
that they had reduced the role of mind in achieving knowledge. Therefore, Ibn Athaillah
tries o integrate galb and mind in achieving knowledge. Mind is an abstraction element to
achieve knowledge which has a big role toward rational logic. The basic character of mind is
active. Then, the method used by the mind is scientific reasoning and scientific experiments.
On the contrary, the basic character of qalb is not active, but it is passive. The element
of knowledge obtained by qalb is purely given by Allah. Therefore, to achieve knowledge,
qgalb uses intuitive witnessing (dzauq) method directly. Asrar or sir is tajally and witnessing
media as the deepest element of galb. Besides that, there are other powers available in human
beings such as syn”anl bashirah, ‘ain al-bashirab, haqq al-bashirah. Those kinds of media
are related to another term such as anwar. Some of these terms could complete each other.

Keywords: Ma ‘rifab, Mind, Qalb, Sirr, Anwar

Abstrak

Di dalam tulisan ini, penulis akan mendiskusikan tentang sarana-sarana untuk
mencapai ilmu pengetabuan menurut Ibn Athaillah as-Sakandary. Dalam literatur
tasawwnf ditemukan babwa sumber pengetabuan yang ada pada manusia menurnt
para sufi adalah galb. Banyak peneliti yang mengasumsikan babwa mereka cenderung
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mengesampingkan peran akal dalam mencapai pengetabnan. Ibn Athaillah berusaba
mengintegrasikan qalb dan akal dalam mencapai pengetabuan. Akal adalah nnsur abtrak
untuk mencapai pengetabuan yang memberikan pernab besar terbadap logika rasional.
Karakter dasar akal adalah aktif. Oleb sabab itu, metode pencapaian yang sering digunakan
akal adalalh melalui penalaran dan pembuktian-pembuktian ilmiah. Karakter dasar galb
bukanlah aktif seperti akal, melainkan pasif. Unsur pengetabuan yang diperoleh qalb
adalal nurni pemberian Allah. Oleh sebab itu pencapaian mafkrifat oleh galb menggunakan
metode penyaksian intuitif (dzanq) secara langsung. Asrar atan sir adalab media tajally
dan penyaksian sebagai unsure terdalam dari qalb. Selain itu, ada kekuatan lain yang ada
dalam diri manusia seperts, syn”aul bashirab, ain al-bashirah, haqq al-bashirah. Sarana
ini juga mempunyai jalinan dengan istilah lain seperti amwar. Beberapa istilah ini saling
melengkapi satu sama lain.

Kata kunci:  makrifab, akal, galb, sirr, anwar
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! William C. Chittick, Sufism: a Short Introduction, (England: One World
Publication, 2007), 33.
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The qalb, though connected in some mysterious way the physical heart,
is not a thing of fles and blood. Unlike the english ‘heart’ its nature is
rather intellectual than emotional, but whereas the intellect cannot gain
real knowledge of god, the qalb is capable of knowing the essences of
all thing, and when illumined by faith and knowledge reflects the whole
content of the divine mind.*
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