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Abstract

Indonesian learners of Arabic frequently encounter problems when
learning Arabic language and its phonetics. The difficulties arise for there
are differences between Arabic and Indonesian sound system. This article
aimed to explore the learners’” difficulties in learning the Arabic sounds.
Some learners of TPQ Al Muhajirin Sidayu Gresik were participated in
this study. To conduct this research, the researcher used descriptive and
contrastive approach and to collect the data by using a reading test of
Arabic phonemes and interview were employed. This study revealed that
the learners faced difficulties in pronouncing the Arabic consonants in
which were influenced by their Indonesian language. To overcome those
problems, the learners used the following strategies, i.e. pronouncing the
same phonemes as in ¢[h] and ¢[x], pronouncing similar phonemes as
in w [s] and s [f], pronouncing phonemes by changing the phonemes
in order to make it easier to utter as in & [0] to ,w [s]. This study offers a
recommendation for overcoming learners” problems in pronouncing the
Arabic sounds.

Keywords: Arabic phonology, Arabic teaching, contrastive analysis,
pronunciation.
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